COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29th November 2005 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott, Mayor




M T Weston, Deputy Mayor




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




C T Elsmore




C P Kay




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps




J A Shaw

APOLOGIES received and accepted: Councillor Mrs J Baynham.

APOLOGIES received: County Councillor P Chamberlain 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 25th October 2005, having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed: Councillor N Penny

Seconded: Councillor D Atherley
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – there were no declarations of interest at this stage in the meeting.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

136 (a)
KGV PAVILION SHUTTERING – UPDATE
Shutters – Forest of Dean District Council had advised that a grant from the Crime and Disorder Partnership had not been awarded but should funds be available in March then the application would be reconsidered.
Water Tank – The water tank had been checked by a plumber, found to be fully sealed and no work required.
136 (b) NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – UPDATE

Further to the Council’s request for financial and budgetary information regarding refurbishment works the District Council had advised that it was reluctant to give this information as it could prejudice subsequent tender processes.  The decision regarding additional capital funding above the agreed figure would be put to District Council members. 
To enable the refurbishment to take place members agreed to negotiate for the work within the District Councils’ original budget figure.
136 (c)
POLICING IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE – UPDATE

The Clerk updated members with correspondence sent and received regarding the consultations on future Police Force Structures. 

Councillor D Atherley, who had attended the recent Police Consultative meeting had provided a written report and reported verbally that the Chief Constable estimated costs of merger to be between £43million and £65million depending which proposal was to be approved.  The Gloucestershire Force meet all Government criteria for a Police Force under the new regulations except for the size of the Force.  The majority attending the meeting were in favour of the Gloucestershire Force remaining autonomous.
The Home Office had brought in new standards regarding the requirements for cells and the Coleford cells were unable to be brought up to this standard.

Individual letters of objection to a combined regional police force were more effective than petitions and members agreed they would write individually with their personal objections.

The Clerk was instructed to write to the Chief Constable regarding the use of Coleford Cells.

Councillor M Lacey moved that the discussion on the Structure of Future Meetings and details of minutes be brought forward to the next item. 

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS 
137.
STRUCTURE OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND DETAILS OF MINUTES 
Councillor M Lacey noted that minutes do not have to be detailed reports as long as they are clear, accurate and that the Council must be a responsible body, taken account of its own comments and move the meeting forward to accommodate members who must leave the meeting early. 

Following a proposal by Councillor P Kay, seconded by Councillor M Lacey members agreed not to have guest speakers at Town Council meetings but to hold special meetings for these occasions.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin referred to the council’s Standing Orders and suggested a meeting be held to rewrite the Standing Orders to ensure they reflected current business procedures.  Councillor M Lacey proposed a special meeting be held early in 2006 to address the Council’s Standing orders.  Councillor D Atherley seconded the proposal with members in agreement.
138.
RISK ASSESSMENTS 
The notes of a Health and Safety meeting held on 8th November 2005 were accepted by members.
Concerns were raised regarding the Risks associated with the brook and sewerage to Whitecliff.

Following discussions it was agreed that the Council would write to the Environment Agency asking what the Council’s concerns should be regarding Risk Assessments for the brook.

Proposed: Councillor R Phelps
Seconded: Councillor N Penny

Councillor P Kay left the meeting at 7.56pm.

139.
OFFICIAL GRAFFITI – CONTAINERS KGV PLAYING FIELD

Simon Phelps, Community Learning Co-ordinator at Lakers School was aware of funding for a graffiti project and was looking for somewhere to carry out the official project.
The Containers at the King George V Playing Field would provide suitable surfaces and it was agreed that further investigations be made and reported to the Council.
140.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 8th November 2005 and 29th November 2005 having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.
8th November –  Proposed: Councillor M Lacey


   Seconded: Councillor N Penny
29th November – Proposed: Councillor M Lacey


    Seconded: Councillor C Lusty
Plans – Permission for Development
Following a proposal by Councillor N Penny, seconded by Councillor M Lacey it was agreed that in future permission for development notices would be read at Planning meetings and any controversial notices reported to Council.
Councillor Mrs S Merrikin declared an interest in application number DF2322/1/G. 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DF13029/C

Kingsway, Broadwell, Coleford
(P1151/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of two detached dwellings.  Alterations to vehicular access

The above application has been withdrawn, and no further action will be taken on it

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/05/1180954

16 Gloucester Road, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8BH

· The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against a refusal to grant planning permission

· The appeal is made by Kingsley Builders (Glos) Ltd against the decision of Forest of Dean District Council

· The application (Ref DF5076/D*P1624/04/FUL), dated 6 October 2004, was refused by notice dated 9 December 2004

· The development proposed is a single storey two bedroom dwelling.

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/05/1186235

Land at Kings Meade, Old Station Way, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8RS

· The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against a refusal to grant planning permission

· The appeal is made by P & D Builders Ltd against the decision of Forest of Dean District Council

· The application Ref P1898/04/FUL, dated 30 November 2004, was refused by notice dated 9 February 2005 

· The development proposed is the erection of 14 dwellings

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed

DF10041/B

71 Gloucester Road, Coleford
(P1697/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Construction of new vehicular access
OBSERVATIONS
No objections
DF10176/E

Land at Forest Road/Station Road, Milkwall, Coleford
(P1756/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Alterations to previously approved garage (DF10176/D/AP) to provide first floor one bedroomed flat with ancillary works
OBSERVATIONS
No objections
DF5523/C

9 Marians Lane, Berry Hill, Coleford
(P1740/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Alterations and erection of a two storey extension.  (Revised scheme)
OBSERVATIONS
No objections
DF270/5/S

3 Greenfield Road, Coombs Park, Coleford
(P1783/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of two storey and first floor extensions to dwelling
OBSERVATIONS
Concerns regarding possible hydraulic overload
DF2322/1/G

7 Hampshire Gardens, Coleford
(P1787/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a carport
OBSERVATIONS
No objections
DFTPO171/17.11.05
Bells Hotel & Forest of Dean Golf Club, Lords Hill, Coleford
(P1781/05/TPO)

DEVELOPMENT
Felling of Oak Tree T6 covered by G41 of TPO 171
OBSERVATIONS
No objections

DF9096/M

Forest Hills Golf Club, Mile End Road, Mile End, Coleford
(P1800/05/COU

DEVELOPMENT
Use of existing golf club premises for assembly and leisure, including Class D2 and Class A3 uses
OBSERVATIONS
No objections
DF13029/D

Barn, Kingsway, Broadwell, Coleford
(P1808/05/COU)

DEVELOPMENT
Change of use and extension to existing barn to create a dwelling.  Alterations to vehicular access (Revised Scheme)
OBSERVATIONS
Objection regarding hydraulic overload.  Members would question vehicular overload in this road
DF13029/E

Land at Kingsway, Broadwell, Coleford
(P1807/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of two detached dwellings.  Alterations to vehicular 

access.  (Revised Scheme)
OBSERVATIONS
Drainage issues and vehicular overload in the area
DF2486/V

64 Gloucester Road, Coleford
(P1723/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a detached dwelling with integral private car garage.  

(Revised Scheme)
OBSERVATIONS
Objection – hydraulic overload

DF935/F

Wynols Court, Broadwell
(P1840/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of 10 dwellings.  Alterations to vehicular access and 

layout of parking facilities
OBSERVATIONS
Support application
CORRESPONDENCE

141.
FOREST OF DEAN RADIO – TRAINING COURSES

Councillor R Phelps and Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin wished to participate in training.
142.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHARTER


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor D Atherley would attend the meeting to discuss the Charter.
143.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – RETAIL AWARDS


Details of the First Stop Local Shop scheme and the Forest Retail Awards scheme and nomination forms had been received.
144.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – CONSULTATION


Councillor C Elsmore and the Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott agreed to respond to the document.

Councillor M Lacey suggested that the members either give working parties authority to respond on behalf of the Council or bring their observations back for response to Council.  Members agreed to ask the District Council to delay response deadlines to the end of January.
145.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – GRID WARDEN AND SANDBAG STORAGE


No members were able to act as a Grid Warden or supply sandbag storage.  Letters would be sent to residents in the area of Newland asking if anyone was interested in assisting the District Council.
146.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE PLAYING FIELD – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 5TH DECEMBER 2005 


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin was unable to attend.  A copy of the minutes would be requested.
147.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – PLANNING TRAINING – 14TH DECEMBER 2005 


Members had attended training previously and the Clerk would confirm that this was a repeat programme.
148.
COLEFORD AND DISTRICT ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – THANK YOU


A letter of thanks had been received from the Coleford and District branch of the Royal British Legion regarding the contribution made by the Town Council to mark the 60th Anniversary of the ending of World War II.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked those Councillors who attended the funeral of the late John Jones, Parade Master.
149.
CENTRAL NETWORKS – UNSUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATION

The application from the Council to the Central Networks Christmas Lights and Decoration fund was unsuccessful.

150.
COLEFORD CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT – INVITATION TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE TO COMMITTEE


The Committee had written requesting support for the 2006 Carnival, use of the town centre for displays and inviting the Town Council to appoint a representative to join the committee.

Deputy Mayor, M Weston was nominated as representative and the Clerk instructed to respond to the Committee.
151.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Members agreed to ask District Council if the response deadline could be delayed until the end of January due to the tight timescale.
152.
CHILD ACCIDENT PREVENTION TRUST

County Councillor P Chamberlain had received information from the Child Accident Prevention Trust regarding high pedestrian casualty rates in Coleford.

Members were aware that Road Safety lessons are given each term in Primary Schools and support the continuing work in schools.

153.
WYE VALLEY AONB

Councillor J Shaw and Councillor D Atherley would attend the Seminar on 4th February.

154.
MEMBERS REPORTS


The Mayor’s written reports covered Mayoral duties and other meetings attended and the Highways meeting.
Members expressed concerns regarding the re-surfacing in High Nash.  Issues included Health and Safety practices, traffic light operations and procedures for reporting when out of order.

Councillor D Atherley’s written report covered the Police Consultative meeting.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin had received feedback on the consultation of West End Air Space.  The proposals had been considered safe and will take effect in March 2006.

Councillor C Elsmore had attended a Rural Economic Strategy meeting and a Housing workshop where issues of land availability were discussed.

Councillor C Lusty advised that he would be resigning as Governor of St Johns School at the end of term as he had been appointed as a Governor of Lakers School.

Councillor R Phelps was nominated to represent the Council in place of Councillor Lusty. 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston expressed extreme concern that the Street Warden’s meeting had been cancelled through lack of interest.

The meeting was extended to 9.15pm.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston advised that he would send a personal letter to the press expressing his appreciation of the wonderful Christmas lights display in the town.
IN COMMITTEE
Clerks Salary

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised members that the appeal process with the Society of Local Council Clerks and National Association of Local Councils to evaluate the Clerk’s salary scale was now in place.  Budgetary provision for the next year would have to be provided at the highest possible evaluation outcome as the first appeal would not be heard until after the December Budget meeting.
As members of the Office Sub-committee, Councillor Mrs Marrott together with Councillor J Shaw would meet a representative of the Society of Local Council Clerks in Wells on Friday.

Staffing

A letter of resignation, dated 15th November had been received from the Clerk, Valerie Mitchell.

The burial records printing had still not been completed.
155.
ACCOUNTS

2919
Total Protection – KGV Shuttering




1700.60

2920 
C Wilkins – Salary






  569.84

2921 
V Mitchell – Salary






1268.09

2922 
Inland Revenue – November





  564.74

2923 
Gloucestershire County Council – Pension - November

  451.81

2924 
Gloucestershire County Council – Increase in ers contribs

  373.10

2925 
Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association – Membership fee
  100.00

2926 
Merlin Waste – Dog bin emptying




    48.65

2927 
Mrs S Merrikin – Travelling expenses



    15.00

2928 
Gloucestershire Media – Advert




    63.45

2929 
Ernest Heal & Sons – Grave digging




  268.00

2930 
Gloucestershire Media – Advert




    55.52

2931 
BT – Internet







  158.62

2932 
Skit-it – Cemetery skip





    55.00

2933 
Rees Electrical & Son – office lights




    30.55

2934 
npower – Town centre





    30.52

2935 
P Gibbs – Clock






  160.00

2936 
Ernest Heal & sons – Cemetery bins




    35.25

2937 
P J & P D Adams – Grass cutting




3565.96

2938 
npower – KGV






    65.79

2939 
Rees Electrical & Son – Clock lights




    20.56

2940 
R J Contracting – KGV 





    47.00

2941 
npower – Cemetery






    11.94

2942 
The Festive Lighting Company – Christmas lights


1254.44

2943
Roger Davey Electrical – Christmas lights



  679.58

2944
Total Protection – KGV Shuttering (VAT element cq 2919)

  297.60

2945
I love paydays
 - November





    17.63

2946    Forest of Dean District Council – Rates



  126.12

2947    Petty Cash – (£200 re Senior Citizens Christmas)


    75.00

2948
Roger Davey Electrical – Christmas lights



  110.03

2949    Gloucestershire Training Partnership - SM & CA-M


  110.00


2950
Maxim Lamps – Christmas lights




  142.18

2951
Severn Trent Water – Office


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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